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If you havenõt heard about the 
recently elected US President, 
you have to have been living 
in a cave! This man rose from 
nothingness and took the na-
tion by storm in his campaign 
(described as one of the best 
ever in US). Barack Obamaõs 
legendary victory against his 
opponent John McCain is one 
that has made history; he is the 
first ever African-American 
President. 
 It is just over 20 years since 
Martin Luther King wowed the 
world with his òI have a 
dreamó speech and now per-

haps this once impossible 
ôdreamõ is finally becoming a 
reality. 
Obama didnõt let his race be 
an obstacle: winning the hearts 
of 53% of voters, in over 20 
states and changing 9 states 
from Republicans to Democ-
rats, with record number of 
citizens voting (66% of youth 
votes captured by Obama) as 
the world watched the results 
unfold with bated breath. 
All these facts and the historic 
election has been re-lived con-
stantly on television, so hereõs 

a brief summary of the begin-
ning of Barack Obama: from 
herding goats to becoming the 

most powerful man in the 
world. Born in Hawaii, August 
1961 he was reared into an 
Islamic culture, though later 
becoming atheist before con-
verting to Christianity. He was 
a child from a broken family; 
his parents divorced when he 
was just at the age of 2 and 
lived in separate countries. His 
mother (Ann Dunham) moved 
to Indonesia and this is where 
Barack Obama attended 
school, meanwhile his father 
returned to Kenya. This shows 
that he has a slave-free back-

ground - none of the op-
pressive history of Amer-
ica rests on his shoulders. 
Four years later, Obama 
(affectionately known as 
òBarryó at the age of ten!) 
moved back to the USA 
and lived with his mater-
nal grandparents after the 
deaths of his parents - his 
mother died of cancer in 
1996 and his father died 
in 1982 as a result of a 
car accident. Obama had 
only met his father once 

after the divorce. He was then 
enrolled in Punahou Academy, 
where he was only one of 

three African-American stu-
dents in the school; this is 
where he learnt about being a 
victim to racism... he also ad-
mits to using alcohol, marijuana 
and cocaine in his teenage 
years. 
Leaving the shadowed past 
behind him, he earned a de-
gree in Political Science and 
International Relations in Co-
lumbia University of New York. 
From there, he began to work 
as a community organizer on 
grassroots basis as well as 
with his local church, giving 
importance to his family life, 
with wife, Michelle Obama 
and two daughters. He began 
to gain support when he ran 
for senator of Illinois in 1996 ð 
and only five African Ameri-
cans have achieved becoming 
a Senator. 
The world awaits the promised 
ôchangeõ as the inspirational 
orator, Obama, prepares to 
embrace the steps of the 
White House. 
 
By Ayesha Husain 
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My Christmas really began 
with our Carol Service at St 
Georgeõs last night.  What a 

lovely evening with talented 
singers, musicians and read-

ers.  And a Church full of a 
congregation in good voice! 
How lucky we are to be able 

to meet together to cele-
brate this important Chris-
tian festival without fear 
or anxiety.  Many people 

around the world do not 
have the same free-
doms.  The money col-
lected last night will go to 
the Queen Alexandra 
Hospital Home, locally 
known as Gifford House, 
which our current Head 
Girl, Toni Harris, and her 
team have been visiting 

and supporting during this 
year.  I feel it is fitting to sup-

port those who have given 
service to our country to estab-
lish and maintain the freedoms 
in other parts of our world 
which we can so easily take for 
granted.  In some cases these 
men and women have been 

severely injured and will need 
support for the rest of their 
lives.  I am proud that Davison 
girls feel so strongly that they 
offer their time and efforts to 
help them. 
As we share our Christmas 
freely with others this year 
may we remember those we 
are away from their families, 
working to establish Peace and 
freedom in other countries 

across the world, and be 
grateful for their efforts.  May 
we also think of those who 
have been injured and the 
families of those who have 
given their lives and pray that 
they may find the love and 

support of others at Christmas 
time and always. 
May the Peace and Blessings 
of Christmas be yours. 
 
By Della West 

St. Georgeõs church was the venue 
for the Davison Carol Service 

Sheõs had 8 number one sin-
gles, 5 platinum albums, 10 
MTV Music Awards and 83 
million records sold worldwide. 
She has inspired thousands of 
young teen girls to aspire to 
become the next queen of 
pop. However, whatõs the tale 
behind Britney Spears? Is she 
just a puppet strung by the 
media, or a pretty face gone 
wrong? Letõs take a closer look. 
At the start of her career, Brit-
ney sold the innocent, school-
girl look by shooting a video 
dressed head to toe in the 
American style attire. She cap-
tured hearts of the youth glob-
ally, therefore earning her 
worldwide domination on both 
the media and music scene. 
This process lead her to be-
come a very wealthy woman, 
and later an international sex 
symbol. On the other hand, 

fame and fortune doesnõt come 
without a price. The superstar 
foreshadowed what was to 
come in the popular music 
video ôEverytimeõ in which we 
saw Britneyõs life take a down-
fall. For instance, in the video, 
she was carried away to hos-

pital on a stretcher ð some-
thing which the public wit-
nessed earlier this year when 
she collapsed for reasons 
thought to be stress or drug 
related. 
Britney has always had a con-
troversial image ranging from 
naughty schoolgirl, sexy air-
hostess, club pole dancer to 
circus ringleader and has even 
incorporated scenes of nudity 
into her work. Though once 
iconic, her appearance has 

drastically deteriorated over 
the last few years, becoming 
more fake and controlled by 
her record label. Surgical pro-
cedures, major dentistry and 
over-airbrushing have left a 
hollow shell of the Britney we 
once knew and loved. 

The singer has neglected her 
duties as an artist too, miming 
her way through too many 
major music performances. For 
example, only a few weeks 
ago on The X Factor did she 
shabbily trundle her way 
through a 5-minute act. The 
entire live performance was 
mimed, the dancing; lazy and 
unenthus iast ic and her 
ôinterviewõ at the end was all 
too false. It is also rumoured 
that she wouldnõt speak to any 
of the judges, let alone mentor 
the contestants, as previous 
guests have done such as Gary 
Barlow and Mark Owen from 
boyband Take That. But has it 
ever occurred to you that she 
might be too scared to talk? 
With everything thatõs hap-
pened to Miss Spears; 2 failed 
marriages (one that was an-
nulled within 48 hours), a court 
order stating that her children 
could no longer be under her 
care and suffering from a 
mental breakdown ð each 
event highly covered by the 
world press, itõs no wonder that 

the trou-
b l e d 
star only 
confides 
in her-
s e l f . 
Even her 
parents 

w o u l d 
sell her 
to the 
press if 
it ended 
with cash 
in the 
hand. 
After all 
that the once pop princess has 
been through, we canõt help 
but feel sorry for her. Con-
trolled by her management, 
parents and ever growing 
audiences alike, Britney is 
trapped in a public whirlwind, 
her every move recorded ð a 
parody. Will she succumb to 
societies pressure and ulti-
mately loose herself forever or 
override the taunting jibes and 
regain the crown thatõs fallen 
so far? We can only hope for 
the latter. 
Britneyõs new album Circus was 
released on 2nd December. 
 
By Aries Connolly & Sophie Hill 

Itõs Just Her Against The Music 
She looks like butter 
wouldnõt melt: Britney at 
the foundation stages of 

her career 

Things take a turn for the 
worst when the singer 

shaves her head and suffers 
a breakdown. 

Recently the star has 
tried to prove she 
can stand strong, 
but this pose isnõt 
fooling anyone 
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Iõm a Celebrity get me out of 
here! 
Recently 
we saw 
J o e 
S w a s h 
crowned 
king of 
the jun-
gle, and 

after the 
laughs he 
gave us 
for three 
weeks he 
deserves 

it. He described his jungle jour-
ney as òamazingó and when 
asked about his friendship with 
George Takei, Joe said òI think 

I love the man- if he were a 
bird I would be all over him.ó 
Goodness knows what that 
would have meant considering 
how many times they hugged 
and kissed throughout the se-
ries. Martina Navratilova was 
very pleased for Joe to have 
won and was happy with her 
second place saying; òIõm just 

fabulous, happy for Joe.ó  
How David Van Day managed 
to stay in as long as he did 
remains a mystery to me, but 
what is even more shocking is 
that someone has given him 
and Timmy mallet a record 
deal for òbiff baff boffó Iõm 
sorry but didnõt that song have 
three lines and absolutely no 

meaning what so ever??!! 

Celebrity Big Brother 
Some of us will be dreading 
and others looking forward to 
the new series of Celebrity Big 
Brother that is due to start on 
January the 2nd. There are all 
sorts of rumours flying around 
about who are likely to be in 
the house even including Whit-

ney Houston. 
The Daily Star reported that 
Amy Winehouseõs hubby Blake 
Fielder-Civil will be a house-
mate and is eager to prove to 
Amy that he is not on drugs 
whilst he is in the house. 
 
By Amy Dighe 

Your Reality T.V. Guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you still have some last minute Christmas presents to buy for family 
or friends. We make and design beautiful textile products such as door-
stops, tissue holders and Christmas decorations from recycled materials 
for you to enjoy made with love and care from young enterprise group, 

Belle. 
 

Come and see us in MA3 for more details, 
some of our profit goes to charities! 

 
Thanks! 

Last minute Christmas     
shopping? 


